
 

 
 

Call for Proposals:  
Feasibility Study on the Absorption Capacity of Local 

Governments in select Pacific Island countries to Implement 
Projects Funded through International Grants and Loans 

 

Janine Grant Consulting, in partnership with Niras and the Commonwealth Local Government Forum 
Pacific Programme, is currently seeking proposals for a feasibility study to understand the absorption 
capacity of local governments in select Pacific Island countries to implement projects funded through 
international grants and loans. The feasibility study should include: 
 
Objectives: 
 

- Desk research and a preliminary assessment of three sample Pacific countries' current 
situation and capacity needs (The Solomon Islands, Samoa and the Marshall Islands). The 
research should focus on institutional arrangements, policies, financial resources and 
allocations, human resources availability, skills, capacity enhancement initiatives and 
identifies the capacity gaps and needs. 

- Review the market situation, availability of local consultants and contracting industry, 
interest, and availability of international resources, etc. 

- Identify the capacity supplementation requirements in key areas of international 
development implementation, including project management, procurement, financial 
management, monitoring and evaluation, and implementation of technical and climate and 
gender action plan. 

- Review previous capacity building reports generated under ADB/Australian Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade/New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade/World Bank/UN 
agencies/Pacific DMC initiatives and summarize their findings. 

 
A grant of SGD 7,500 will be provided for the selected proposal. The feasibility study should be 
implemented by independent researcher(s) who fulfil the following requirements:  
 

- Demonstrated experience (research or project-based) in the focal areas of the assignment 
- Excellent analysis and writing skills, including writing for policy-focussed audiences 
- Excellent English writing skills 
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- Have excellent knowledge of the political, economic, social and cultural contexts of the Pacific 
islands, and preferably be of Pacific Island heritage 

- Good understanding of the nexus between private industry, local development, and the 
sustainability agenda 

- Women, young researchers, and persons living with disability are encouraged to apply. 
 
Selected proposals and resulting feasibility studies will be published as Janine Grant Issue Briefs and 
will form the basis for potential future projects, through which the researcher will be engaged as a 
technical advisor. Proposals should include: 
 

- Cover letter  
- CV 
- A one-page overview of your topic, research approach and workplan 
- Writing sample (either academic, policy or project-based) 

 
Proposals are due on 8 November 2020 and should be submitted to Mr. Rizqan Fadhillah 
rizqan.fadhillah@janinegrantconsulting.com with the subject line ‘Proposal: Pacific Feasibility Study.’ 
You can learn more about Janine Grant Consulting at www.janinegrantconsulting.com.  
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